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Introduction:
                          You are about to embark on teaching and learning practice, where you will meet the day-to-day reality of life in the classroom. Observation of other teachers is an excellent way of helping oneself to become more aware of options and possibilities. Before you start your class observation, please read this ¨observation checklist¨ thoroughly so that you have an idea of the aspects of the lesson you will observe. 

                         The observation of classroom teachers is serious business: it should not be approached casually. Learning how to observe in a manner acceptable takes time, careful reflection, personal tact, and creativity. An observer is a guest in the teacher’s classroom, who is there thanks to the goodwill of the cooperating teacher. A guest’s purpose for visiting is not to judge or criticize the classroom teacher or to offer suggestions, but simply to learn through observing.                           

Procedures:
                         You should arrive in the classroom a few minutes ahead of time. If something unexpected comes up ( causa de fuerza mayor) and you are not able to observe the class, you should notify your practicum teacher and your partner as soon as possible. It is your responsibility to keep your teacher informed and your school teacher as well. 
                          Once you have entered the classroom, you should be as unobtrusive as possible, sitting where directed by the teacher. It is important to bear in mind that you are not a regular member of the class. You should take your written notes as unobtrusively as possible and you should not initiate or pursue a conversation unnecessarily.

                         Any notes you take during a classroom visit should be made accessible to the teacher if he or she requests. It is imperative that you keep impressions of the class private and confidential. Any direct references to teachers, in either formal or informal situations, must be kept anonymous. 

                                  Source: Murphy, J.M. 1991. An etiquette for the non-supervisory observation of L2 classrooms. 
